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LB CUP CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY AS HABS LEARN TO WIN “UGLY”
St Edmunds College  2
Habs  3 (Birss, Anandaraja 2)
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Habs first LB Cup group match this season saw a first ever visit to competition newcomers St Edmunds College.

On a heavy pitch and with a strong cross wind, Habs never found their passing game which was used to such good effect last weekend at Oundle. Although Habs dominated possession, the St Edmunds goalkeeper remained untested for much of the half, and when Jordan Nathan limped off after half an hour the rhythm of the midfield was severely affected.
5 minutes before the break, a neat interchange of passes on the right saw Ned Birss earn a corner, and Charlie Rubin’s delivery from the Habs right was met by the head of Birss to give the visitors the lead.
Hoping to press on ahead as the second half began, Habs suffered an immediate setback as the defence was breached for the first time this season. With the defence unable to clear a ball on the edge of the penalty area, the hosts striker bundled his way into the area and fired an angled shot past Harry Fine and into the Habs net.
Almost immediately, Habs regained the initiative when substitute Brendan Anandaraja converted from close range, but St Edmunds levelled again as Habs pressed forward looking to kill the game off. The see-saw scoring continued as Anandaraja put Habs ahead once more following a fine individual effort starting wide on the left, and this ultimately proved to be the deciding goal.
Although a much less convincing performance than last week, Habs at least have the three points under their belts, and have a match against St Columbas next Wednesday to put matters right before a crunch Cup game at Berkhamsted next Saturday.
In other matches against Aldenham School, the 2nd XI went down 5-1 with Ben Kohler again on target, while the 3rd XI enjoyed a 5-2 victory. Joel Grayson and Karan Gujadhur bagged a brace apiece with Hadleigh Cohen adding the other goal

AMW man of the match:  Brendan Anandaraja – Two well taken finishes earned the points for Habs.
	Habs:   
	Fine, Dwek (Sharpe 65), Rister, Tang, Gordon, Birss, Lynch, Nathan (Anandaraja 30), Rubin, Perlman, Price


OTHER RESULTS:

2nd XI 

Lost 

1 - 5

(Kohler)
3rd XI

Won

5 – 2

(Grayson 2 (1pen), Gujadhur 2, Cohen)
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